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Winfield Historical Society 

P.O. Box 315 

Winfield, IL 60190 

 

Hedges Station is located at: 

0N555 Winfield Road 

Winfield, IL 60190 

 
 

The Winfield Historical Society was 

chartered in 1978 by citizens of 

Winfield interested in preserving the 

village’s history. 

 

Mission Statement 
To support a living historical center to 

foster education and appreciation of 

the history of Winfield and vicinity. 

 
In August, 1981, the Society had the 

original depot in the village moved to 

park district property to preclude its 

destruction.  The Village of Winfield had 

purchased the property on which the 

building stood for parking and expansion 

of the Village Hall.  The building was 

acquired by the Winfield Historical Society 

with the understanding that it would be 

moved. 

The depot was the first building in Winfield 

and is the oldest remaining depot in the 

State of Illinois.  In 1849 when the Galena 

and Chicago Union Railroad completed 

construction of track as far as Winfield, 

John Hedges built this depot, where he 

served as the first stationmaster and 

postmaster.  Over the years Hedges 

Station has also served as a post office, 

tavern, general store, and residence.  For 

over seventy-five years it was the home of 

the Besch family.  The depot was listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places, but 

was removed after it was relocated.  The 

original part of the building has been 

restored to re-create the 1849 depot.  The 

additions have been improved and are 

used as a museum focusing on the 

Winfield area.  The Winfield Historical 

Society has an office at the building and 

meetings are held there. 

 

New Member & 

Renewal Information 
 

Your membership dues provide 

valuable support for the Winfield 

Historical Society. 

 

Annual Membership Dues: 

□ Individual $15 

□ Family  $25 

□ Senior  $10 

□ Student $10 

□ Affiliations $40 

 

Please complete the following and 

mail with your dues to: 

 

Winfield Historical Society 

P.O. Box 315 

Winfield, IL 60190 

 

First Name ___________________________ 

 

Last Name ___________________________ 

 

Business/Organization  

 

______________________________________ 

 

Address _____________________________ 

 

City _________________________________ 

 

State/Zip ____________________________ 

 

Phone _______________________________ 

 

Email ________________________________ 



2015 Programs  
The Lincoln Funeral Train 

Tuesday, January 20, 7:30– 9:00 p.m. 

Commemorate the 150th anniversary of Lincoln’s assassination and 

funeral with William Werst, Executive Director of the 2015 Lincoln 

Funeral Train, Werst will describe the inspiration behind memorializing 

Lincoln’s final trip from Washington, D.C. to Springfield, Illinois. The 

recreation of this journey will begin on April 21, 2015 and include 

many towns that saw Lincoln’s funeral train in 1865.  

 

Art Excursions presents “The Monuments Men” 

Tuesday, March 17, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.   

Art historian Jeff Mishur will describe the compelling story of how art 

historians, museum professionals and military personnel worked to 

protect Europe’s cultural treasures and repatriate stolen objects 

during and after World War II. The slide lecture deals with the 

complexity of Germany’s cultural climate in the 1930s and 1940s in 

order to explain why the efforts of those associated with The 

Monuments, Fine Arts, and Archives program were so urgently 

needed. 

 

Regretting Mr. Wright: Mamah Tells Her Own Story 

Tuesday, May 19, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.     

Mamah Bouton Borthwick was murdered in August 1914 at Taliesin, 

the home she shared with Frank Lloyd Wright. Since her death, as she 

did in life, Mamah has struggled to understand the circumstances of 

her relationships and how a woman’s own desires can be reconciled 

to the larger goals of womankind and society at large. Join us for this 

dramatic portrayal of a dynamic figure, presented by Ellie Carlson. 

 

Women of WWI 

Tuesday, July 21, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.   

Alongside their sisters toiling on the home front were women who served 

with exceptional valor at the front: from innovative medics to hard-

bitten soldiers, from spies to enterprising journalists. Listen to author and 

lecturer Kathryn Atwood describe the hardworking women heroes of the 

Great War. 

 

Art Excursions Presents “Ready to Wear + Ready to Paint: Fashion and 

Modernism in Late Nineteenth Century Paris” 

Tuesday, September 15, 7:30 – 9:00 

Art historian Jeff Mishur looks at nineteenth century artists such as 

Cassatt, Tissot, Caillebotte and Renoir and describes their relationship to 

exciting developments in the Parisian fashion industry. Join us for an 

exciting slide lecture of art and fashion! 

 

Chicago’s Sweet Candy History 

Tuesday, November 17, 7:30-9:00 

For most of its history, Chicago produced about one-third of the nation’s 

candy.  Learn the history of these tasty treats, find out why immigrants 

played such a critical role in confectionery history, and explore what 

made Chicago such an ideal location for candy makers. Leslie 

Goddard presents the fascinating history of Chicago’s candy making. 

2015 Events 
 

Cadence Health Winfield Run XXXII— Tentative date, Sunday, July 19 

7:30 a.m. at Central DuPage Hospital—www.winfieldhistory.com for 

details. 

 

A Bus Trip is planned for the fall.  Date and destination will be 

announced later.  We always appreciate your input on new programs 

or trips! 

Winfield Good Old Days—Saturday, September 5 

9:00 a.m. Walking Tour of Historic Winfield—meet at John’s Restaurant & 

Tavern.  An Open House at Hedges Station follows the Walking Tour. 

12:00 noon—Awards Ceremony for the Coloring Contest and Passport 

programs.  The passport program is sponsored by the Kane DuPage 

Regional Museum Association to encourage youth interest in local 

museums.  The ceremony will be held at Hedges Station. 

 

The Holiday Open House is tentatively scheduled for  

Sunday, December 6 at Hedges Station from 1:30—3:30 p.m. 

 

Hedges Station is open every Wednesday  from March through October. 

We appreciate 

your suggestions! 
 

 

What program topics would be of 

interest to you? 

 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

What day trips would you enjoy? 

 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

Interests:   
 

Publicity _____     Gardening _____  

 

Website _____     Run planning _____ 

 

Other  

 

________________________________ 

The Historical Society presents the programs in partnership with the 

Winfield Public Library.  Programs will held at the Winfield Public Library, 

0S291 Winfield Rd. and will be preceded by a short Historical Society 

meeting.  For more information about the library, call (630) 653-7599 or 

visit www.winfield.lib.il.us. 


